e | United States
\__/ Environmental Protection
\’ Agency

EPA TO ASSESS CONEY ISLAND CREEK
KINGS COUNTY, BROOKLYN, NY

Community Update

April 2021

Public participation is essential to the success
of EPA’s community involvement program.
If you have any questions, please contact:

Denise Zeno

Site Assessment Manager
212-637-4319
zeno.denise@epa.gov

Donette Samuel

Community Involvement Coordinator
212-637-3570
samuel.donette@epa.gov

More information about the site is available
on EPA’s website:
www.epa.gov/superfund/coney-island-creek

Upcoming Activities

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is collecting
samples of Coney Island Creek in Brooklyn, New York to determine
if there has been a release or if there is a threat of a release of
hazardous substances to the creek that may harm people’s health or
the environment. EPA is collecting surface water and sediment
samples throughout the creek to identify and evaluate contaminants
such as wvolatile organic compounds, semivolatile organic
compounds, pesticides, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), and
metals. The sediment samples are collected using the vibracore
sampling technique, a process of obtaining sediment samples by
vibrating a core barrel into sediment. The sediment samples are
being collected up to six feet below the sediment surface in certain
areas of the creek.

Past Activities

In September 2020, EPA completed a preliminary assessment of the
Coney Island Creek site in response to a petition from a member of
the community to assess the creek. Information gathered during the
assessment shows that the creek is used for a variety of recreational
activities, such as birding, kayaking, boating, fishing, and

swimming. Although there are postings of a fish advisory in the area, the creek is still fished for human consumption. Based
on the information gathered during the assessment, EPA will collect samples to determine if there is a potential threat to

public health and the environment.

Site Background

Coney Island Creek, located in the
Coney Island and Gravesend area
of Brooklyn, New York, is
bordered primarily by commercial
and industrial properties on the
eastern area of the creek, and has
multiple parks and residential
areas in the creek's western area.
Currently, the creek runs from
Gravesend Bay to approximately
Shell Road. Over time,
urbanization and impermeable
surfaces have increased
stormwater runoff to the creek and
significantly reduced tidal
marshes and other buffer zones
that could absorb runoff.
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